

















FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 








A Farewell Sermon: preached in the Parish Chu ; 
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Romans, x. 1. 
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 


guard,against enthusiasm. 

By enthusiasm, I mean the ferment of a warm, over-heated 
imagination, wrought up into a strong and absolute persuasion of 
special and immediate communications from God, and thence into 
impulses and impressions, visions, trances, revelations, and a thous- 
and other fruits and effects; a few of which we shall barely mention. 

Ist. A chief fruit aud effect of enthusiasm is, a great contempt of 
reason; running it down as a carnal, mischievous thing, in all 
spiritual concerns; and setting up impulses, or fancies of imagina- 
thon in its room. * 

2dly. Another frhit or effect is, a blind following of such im-* 
pulses, or fancies of imagination, as immediate communications 
from God, or directions of his Holy Spirit: and these often so 
strong and violent, as impetuously to hurry them into the mest 
extravagant and absurd actions; rebellions, murders, &c. 

Sdly. A third fruit or effect is, sudden, ecstatic fits of joy and , 
comfort; without any other foundation than the mere workings of 
imagination; and of which they can give no other account, but that 
they know and feel them. “ 

4thly. A fourth fruit or effect is, a great contempt of, and a bitter, 
implacable spirit towards all who differ from them, especially such 
as contradict and oppose them. ‘They revile and abuse them; call 
them reprobates, opposers of the work of God, and compositions 
only of the brute and the devil. Nay, they assume, as if they sat 
on Christ’s throne of judgment, peremptorily to pronounce to their 
faces, that they are actually damned, and must quickly depart into 
everlasting fire, ‘es for the devil and his a as. With this bit- 
terness of spirit, I say, they treat all who differ from them, espe-  * 
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saved.”’ 
We go on, ial second, place to advise and “ to 
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cially such as contradict or oppose them, of how blameless lives 
and conversations soever they may be. But then, 

Sthly. With how different, or quite reverse a spirit do they treat 
all those who hold with them? For, as peremptorily as they pro- 
nounce the sentence of certain damnation on all those who hold not 
with them, so peremptorily do they pronounee the sentence of certain 
salvation on all that do. They them the children of 

God, and beirs of the kingdom of ir salvation decreed 
a all eternity, whether they robbers, drunkards, or 

ossest immoralities. 
7 a. , ew of the fruits or effects of enthusiasm, but by 
h ic 
Now, w 


sufficiently know it. 

s betwixt these two extremes of deism and enthusi- 
asm, lies the true Christian faith, or religion, it naturally follows, 
_, IL. In the third place, to advise and exhort you to hold fastg@he 
profession of this faith, as once delivered to the saints; contained in 
the blessed gospel, and held and taught in the catholic Church of 
Christ in all ages. It is trne, indeed, that in all ages, heresies, 
schisms, and perverse disputations‘of men, have ny en in the Chris- 
































tian Church, and disturbed the peace of it; that many and 

reat corruptions have crept into it, even to shutting up the 

ely ips, and establishing the pope’s dictates and deggees in 
their room. And thence a cloud of darkness and AM A 
spread it, for the space of at least six hundred years. Yet even 
under the long continuance and darkest part of this cloud, the main 
foundation, viz. the holy scriptures, by the wonderful providence of 

, Were preserved safe and entire, how corrupt soever the super- 

structures built upon them; nor amidst the worst stute of corrup- 
tion was the Apostles’ Creed ever expunged either the popish articles 
of faith or liturgies. Doubtless God, for wise reasons, permitted this 
cloud of corruption to overspread and ha o long on the face of 
his Church; and doubtless also, for wise reasoris, he brought about 
the refermation, when the seriptures were again laid open tv the 
eyes anJ ears of all, in all places, nations, or kingdoms, which 
opened their eyes and ears to see and hear them. 

But. alas! no sooner was this sun of the reformation risen, and 
shone forth in glorious lustre; but how quickly overcast with 
various contentions, sects, schisms, or divided communions, con- 
tinued down, and increasing to this day! So that it is now become 
* an important inquiry, What Christian Chureh or communion are 

we to join with for our greatest safety? In answer to which you 

will easily conceive, 

IV. What my fourth advice will be, viz. That you continue sted- 
fast in the faith once delivered to the saints, us now professed, held 
and taught in the Church of England. And, indeed, what other 
Church or communion can I, in reason and conscience, advise you 
to trust your salvation in, than that in which I trust my own? Nor 
indeed, have I thus trusted my own salvation rasbly, or from bias of 

education. No, my brethren; but quite otherwise, viz. after all the 
best inquiry and examinatioa in my power, I was neither born 
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nor bred up in the Church of England, but where the established 
Church was Presbyterian. But no sooner was T arrived to ab Age 
fit for religious inquiries, and applied myself (by the direction of 
some pious and learned men) to the study of the holy scriptures, 
and the writings of the chief fathers of the three first ages of the 
Christian Church, but on a competent knowledge of which, my 
judgment was formed i alf of the doctrines of the Chureh of 
England, as perfectly both in doctrine’and polity, with 
the Christian Church, in first and purest ages. And ad 
after all my future studies, searches and inquiries Ww of 
forty years, my first judgment is so fully ratified - confirms 
that L esteem it the most perfect branch of the istian Charc 
now on earth. And as firmly as { believe the true gospel of Christ 
to be the just medium betwixt deism and enthusiasm, so firmly I 
believe the Church of England to be the just medium betwixt 
popery and fanaticism. But yet I would not that you should rely 
on this as my private judgment. No, my brethren. Let all who 
amongst you are able, search and see for themselves, and satisf\ 
their own judgment, whether these things be so. Let them searc 
and see, Ist. Will the Church of England’s exact conformity, 
both in doctrine and polity, to the Christian Church in t t aad 
puréiages, is not sufficiently grounded on, attested to, sup- 
ported by all the monuments of those ages, and of all ‘antiquity? 
2dly. Whether the same is not agreeably also attested to, and sup- 
ported by her first reformers, her martyrs, and all her great fathers 
and luminaries, so renowned in the learned world, from the begin- 
ning to this day; and specially by the royal martyr, King Charles 
the [. whose testimony stands not only recorded in history, but 
also sealed with his royal blood; and among whose last advices to 
his son, then Prince of Wales, these are his words: “I Go require 
and entreat you as your father, and yonr king, that you never suffer 
your heart to receive the least check agaiust, or disaffection from 
the true religion, established in the Church of England. I tell you 
T have tried it, and after much search, and many disputes, have 
concluded it to be the best in the world; not only in the community 
as Christian, but also in the special notion as reformed; keeping 
the middle way between the pomp of superstitious tyranny, aud the 
meanness of fantastic anarchy.” - 

Sdly. Whether this conformity has not the concarreut testimony 
of all the foreign Clturches of the reformation? Nothing will ap- 
pear more certain to an honest ihquirer, than the reformed Churches 
abroad declaring, with one voice, the great honor and esteei they 












have for the Church of England, as the great bulwark of the reform- 
t 


ation, and agreeing with them in all the essential points of fuith; 


“nor at all differing from them, but in the disputed pointe of consub- 


stantiation of the Lutherans, and rigid predestination of the Calvin- 
ists; points far from essential to a Christian’s salvation, nor ever 
likely to be decided till the great day. And as to her polity, or 
government of episcopacy, do they not all praise aud honor it, as 
truly apostolical, and lament that defect of their own, a8 a matter 
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not of choice, but pure necessity, occasioned by obstruction of the 
secular powers; and so leaving those, who reject it as popish or 
antichristian, without excuse. Does not the great Grotius thus 
testify? And are not these the words of the foreign divines, in 
conference with the English, at the synod of Dort? viz. “ That 
they had great honor for the good order and discipline in the Church 
of figtan®, and heartily wished theyiea establish themselves on 
this model: but “they had no oapee a such a happiness; and 
si the civil government had eir desires impracticable, 
they hoped God would be merciful to them.”” See also the Geneva 

ivines’ letter t6 the University of Oxford. And to name no more, 
seé the learned Le Clerc, on the very question now before us, viz. 
What Christian Church we are to join with? thus_deciding: “ Of 
two Churches in which the gospel is taught with equal purity and 
sincerity in all other respects, that is to be preferred, in which the 
fotm of government is apostolical. They, who without prejudice 
have read over the most ancient Christian writers that now remain, 
well know, that the manner of discipline which is called Episcopal, 
such as that in the south part of Great-Britain, prevailed every- 
where in the age immediately after the apostle d it is, therefore, 
to be inferred of apostolical institution.” And fow, after all these 
inquiffes, duly and honestly made, suppose the Church of Eg@@land 
should ask you, as Christ did his apostles, Will ye also go away? 
what other answer would, or could you return her, but the same 
which the apostles returned to him: Tv whom shall we go, for thou 
hast the words of eternal life? And surely, my brethren, ‘if any 
Church on earth has the words of eternal life, the Church of Eng- 
land has them. Nor let any object or impute to her, the bad lives 
or ill behavior either of her bishops or inferior clergy, as no less 
injurious, than objecting or imputing the bad lives of Christians to 
the gospel; which absolutely forbids and coff@emns them, on pain of 
eternal misery. ‘ 

But after all, think not, I beseech you, my brethren, that I am 
thus warmly recommending the externals of religion, either in neg- 
lect or disparagement of the internal. Far be this from me to do. 
And therefore, 

V. My fifth and last advice is (and pray remember it is my Jast) 
viz. To see and be sure, that, above all things, the internal religion 
of the heart be your first, and always your chief care and concern. 

The heart is the alone source, spring, or fountain of all things 
moral or spiritual, whether good or evil. It is the ground on 
which the contrary seeds of good or evil are sown: the one by the 
serpent, the other by God’s Holy Spirit. ‘The serpent sows the evil 
' seed of infidelity, and love of the world; and the Holy Spirit the 
good seed of faith, and the love of God. And according as our 
husbandry is employed to cultivat one or the other of these 
seeds, so must the frait or produce be. If our husbandry be em- 
ployed to cultivate the serpent’s seed of infidelity and love of the 
world, till they grow up and become the vital, raling prineiples in 
the heart; of, as our Saviour call them, the evil treasure there, how 
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_ naturally must they produce evil things, and only evil things con- 
tinually. How naturally must they produce evil thoughts, murders, 
' adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies, and all 
| other sorts of impiety, vice, and immorality? 

4 But on the other hard, if our husbandry be employed to cherish 
_ and cultivate the good seed of the Holy Spirit, viz. faith and the 
love of God, till they grow up and become the vital, ruling prinei- 
ples of the heart, or, as our Bayiour terms them, the good treasure 
there, how amarally must they produce good things, and only good 
things continually! How naturally will they produce the practice 
of all our duties to God, our neighbour, and ourselves? Our duty, 
towards God, as, viz. to worship him, to give him thanks, to put 
our whole trust in him; to call upon him; to honor his holy name, , 
and his word; aud to serve him truly all the days of our life?’ How 
naturally direct, not only to worship him in spirit and in truth, but 
also our frequency in that duty, both in public and private; nay 
even the external modes, or bodily postures in worshipping? In 
the Christian Church, the external modes were always, Ps only, 
these four, viz. prostration, kneeling, bowing, and standing; varied 
according to the rent parts of worship. In the deepest humility 
of confession, the posture of prostration; in petition, or supplica- 
tion, that of kneeling, og bowing; and in either speaking or ing 
forth praises and thanksgivings, that of standing. These, I say, 
were always, and the only, external postures of worship among 
Christians; exclusive of all other, and particularly that of sitting. 
Never was sitting a posture in any part of worship in the Chris- 
tian Church, from the beginning down to the Reformation; much 
less in that most solemn, sublime, and heavenly part of it called 
psalmody: nor is it practised in popish Churches, or our Cathedrals, 
to this day. And, indeed, to me it appears quite unnatural: for 
who would offer to return thanks and praise to his prince, for bene- 
fits received, in so indecent a manner? How the custom crept into 
the reformed Churches, I know not; neither can I conceive the 
shadow of a reasen, why standing in psalmody is so generally dis- 
used, except the same very idle and silly one, objected to kneeling 
atthe Lord’s table, viz. as being a remnant of popery, or symboliz- 
ing with the Churchof Rome. But the custom has now become so 
general and confirmed, that nothivg but these principles in the 
heart, will ever be able to.alter or rectify. 

Nor will these principles prevailing and ruling in our hearts, 
produce the practice only of our duty towards God, but of those 
towards our neighbour and ourselves also. The love of God 
rooted and ruling in our hearts, will naturally branch forth into 
the love of our neighbour, and that again into all the parts and 
branches of our duty toward him; into benevolence, righteousness, 
peaceableness, almsgiving, c passion, meekness, mercy, for, ive- 
ness, or whatever else is con ed in that divine summary of 
to all men as we would they should do unto us. And in like manner 
also, will, these principles brauch forth into all the parts or articles 
of duty respecting ourselves, as, viz. temperance or sobriety in all 
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things, whether in eating or drinking, equipage or apparel; whether 
in sleeping, labouring, or recreation; chastity or purity of body, or 
see may be fitting or becoming it, as the temple of the Holy — 

ost. 

‘Thus, I say, will these principles of faith, and the love of God, © 
sown by the Holy Spirit in our hearts, and by our own. good hus- © 
bandry, care and cultivation, nourished up to become vigorous and 
ruling there, as naturally produce religion, in all its parts or — 
duties, as a good tree will put forth good fruit, or a good fountain 
sénd forth agreeable waters. But, on the other hand, without 
these, no less naturally will all our religion be but a vain and empty 
thing; all our outward forms and professious but mere husk or 
shadow; nor a straw to choose, in point of salvation, whether we 
outwardly profess ourselves of the Church of England or of Rome, 
‘or Of any other; nay, whether we outwardly profess to believe the 
Gospel, the Alcoran, or the Zundervest; to believe in Christ, or 
Mahomet; in Fohee, or Confucius. 

These are my last advices to you, my brethren, now on the point 
of my departure from you, and flowing from the ardent desire of 
my heart that you may be saved, viz. Ist, To guard against deism 
on the one hand: 2dly, Against enthusiasm on the other: 3dly, To 
continue stedfast in-the profession of the teue Christian faith, once 
delivered to the saints: and, 4thly, As the Same is now professed, 
held, and taught by the Church of England, stedfastly adhering to 
her communion and fellowship: and, Sthly, That above all things, 
you give all diligence to cultivate and cherish the internal princi- 
ples of faith, and the love of God in the heart, the seeds sown by 
his Holy Spirit there. 

I come now to the last and hardest part of my present task, viz. 
to bid farewell to you, my beloved congregation; farewell, at least 
for a’season, or if the will of God be so, till we meet in the eternal 
world, and as I hope we shall, in the blessed regions of glory and 
immortality: 

It was always in my heart to live and die with you; but, as by 
the will of God, I have been often visited with sicknesses of divers 
sorts, which have so reduced me in my advanced years, as almost 
wholly to disable me from the pen, and greatly from the pulpit; 
how could I, with a safe conscience, pretend to continue in a min- 
istry received from the Lord, knowing If so incapable to fulfil 
it? No, this was impossible for me to do. And, therefore, on this 
event, it soon became the desire of my heart, that | might see you 
well and worthily provided with a successor, to take up the impor- 
tant charge of your souls, before I was either called off to the silent 
grave, or wholly disabled from a!l the duties of the pastoral function 
‘amongst you. This desire, by the means and good offices of a 
worthy member or two of this conggggation, God has been pleased * 
to grant me; mine eyes have now s€€n you well and worthily pro- 
vided, and, therefore, with the greater pleasure, I now withdraw 
behind the curtain, to pass such remainder as God shall beypleased 
to add to my days, in beloved privacy and retirement; where I 
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hope to enjoy a better state of health, serve my God.in tranquillity, 

and do all the good I can to my fellow-creatures. 

_ Many happy years have I lived amongst you, and in as much 

' honor and esteem, as any minister can expect, wish for, or desire: 

~ not owing to any merit or desert in me, but to the goodness of God, 

_ who has given me favour in your eyes. For, what though I have 

' not wilfully either neglected or deserted you at any time, or omit- 
ted to declare the whole will of God to you, to the best of my 

_ knowledge and capacity? What though | have laid no stumbling 
block before you, either by doctrine or example; have deceived no . 
man, corrupted no man, wronged or injured no man, by word or | @ 
‘deed; but from the ardent desire of my heart, as knowing the ~~ 
account I must soon render to my great master, have studied and 
laboured to promote tlie salvation of all? Yet what, I say, of all 
these, intermixed as they have always been, with so many faults, - 
failings, and imperfections? Can there be any merit in them; or 
any the least subject matter of boasting? No, no, my brethren, no 
such thing. In what competent degree or measure soever, I have 
discharged any of the duties of my function, I humbly speak with 
St. Paul: Not /, but the grace of God which was with me, Only my 
faults and failings, weaknesses and imperfections, are all my own: 
no mighty matters, surely, of merit or boasting. 

*Tis true, some rubbs and reproaches | have met with, in the 
course of my ministry; never, indeed, from the more knowing, vir- 
tuous, discreet, and prudent amongst you; but always from the ua- 
ruly and ruder sort; arising either from their contempt of the min- 
istry, in general, or from my adherence to the laws and rules of the 
Church of England, in particular; or from a consciousness of their 
irregular lives and conversations finding no favour in my eyes. 
But these I always regarded as perquisites inseparable from the min- 
isterial office: a little patience and they all quickly vanish away! 

You know, my brethren, I abhor flattery: it is sinful at all times, 
and would be unpardonable from this sacred place; I am under no 
temptation to it, and therefore shall speak forth only the words of 
truth and soberness, concerning the inhabitants of Charles- Town, 
when I bear this testimony of them, viz. that however, as in all 
other communities, there are too many bad individuals amongst 
them, too many despisers of religion and virtue, yet, generally 
peaking, the more substantial and knowing part, are a sober, 
charitable, and religiou isposed people. Nor out of this char- 
acter do I exclude dissenters of any denomination; with whom I 
have always lived in all peace and friendship; and who have 
always treated me with civility and decent regard. Would to Mi 
that there was no schism, no dissention among us; but that 
were of ope mind, and one mouth; all united an the same com- 
munion of the Church of Pugend: but if this may not be, to their 
Own master, they who dis must stand or fall; let us live in 
peace, friendship, and charity towardsthem. My hope, and earnest 
desire of my heart, and prayer to God for them also is, that they 
may be . And moreover, I take this opportunity, thus pub- 
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licly to declare, that there is neither man, woman, nor child in the 
whole proviace of Carolina, with whom I am not in perfect charity, 
and to whom I do not heartily and sincerely wish all happiness, 
both temporal and eternal. 

But to return to you, my peculiar charge: my peculiar affection 
must naturally be towards you. How many of you have I chris- 
tened! How many of you have been my catechumens, and brought 
up from your infancy, under my weak, though always sincere and 
well-designed ministrations! How then can it otherwise be, but 
that I must regard you as miy children in the Lord, and my affec- 
tion towards you be truly paternal? 

Though I am now on the point of departing from you, yet think 
not, my brethren, that I shall straightway, orever forget you. No; 
assure yourselves, you will seldom be out of my thoughts, and 
«never omitted in my prayers: though absent from you, yet wherein 
soever I may be capable to serve you, please only to lay your com- 
mands on me, and see whether I shall not cheerfully and faithfully 
obey them. Wherever I am, there you will always have a stedfast 
friend, a true and faithful servant. Though absent from you in 
body, I shall be present with you in spirit; my spirit will be always 
hovering in your assemblies; hovering in this secred mansion, and 
especially about this holy altar, where I have so often administered 
the mysteries of God, the symbolical body and blood of Christ, and 
been so often partaker of them, to the great comfort, strengthening 
and refreshing of-my soul. But I must have done. 

Once more, my beloved brethren, farewell! ‘* May theyvery God 
of peace sanctify you wholly; and preserve your whole spirits, and 
souls, aad bodies, blameless, unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

May all the blessings of heaven descend upon all the inhabitants of 
this province, in general; those of Charles-Town in particular; but 
more especially on you, the beloved people of my late charge. May 
the ever blessed and glorious Trinity bless you, in the city, and in 
the field; in the fruit of your body, the fruit of your cattle, and the 
fruit of your ground; bless you in your basket, and in your store, 
and in all that you set your hand unto: bless you with all the tem- 
poral blessings of health, peace, and prosperity; but above all, and 
as the source of all, bless you with truly faithful and obedient hearts, 
and finally conduct you safe to the b d regions of glory and 
immortality. And . 

Now, to the same ever-glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, be ascribed, &c. 


© Moses the father of letters.—It is probable that the Grecian name 
of the ‘Muse,’ who was accounted the patroness of letters, is the 
same with the Hebrew name of mer which in the Greek language 


is Moca. This etymology certai is plausible, and consistent 

with the acknowledged fact, that the books of Moses are the oldest 

- in the world. Moses, not Herodotus, is properly the Peed of 
history. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
THE PINCKNEY LECTURE: 
Delivered in November, 1811. 
“ Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.” —Psalm cxlv. 3. 


The author and preserver of nature, the redeemer and the judge 
of mankind, is an infinitely great being. This is the conclusion 
not of David, not of reflecting men only, but of every man who has 
eyes to see the objects around and above him; ears to hear the 


whizzing of the wind, the roaring of the sea, and the burst of thun-, ’ 


der; or an heart to dread the penalty of guilt, and ‘to value the 


4 


privileges of a Christian. Greatness is an attribute of the Deity” * 


which has never been called in question. It is the design, then, of 
this lecture, not to prove what is universally acknowledged, but to 
quicken your reverence for the Almighty, to draw from your heurts 
the confession of piety and of David, “ Great is the Lord, and greatly 
to be praised,” and, as its honorable founder, expresses himself “to 
encourage and promote the practice of religion and virtues” 

In illustrating the greatness of a mortal, it would be-expedientito 
recite every one of his eminent actions, but were I to bring te view 
the constellation of divine power; the mental vision, instead of 
* receiving a deep impression, would be dazzled and confused, the 
attention would be distracted and fatigued. It is eloquently said 
by Job of the works of creation: ‘* Lo, these are parts of his ways, 
but how little a portion is beard of him? but the thunder of his 
power, who can understand?” and hy the founder of this lecture: 
“'Thetgreatness of God is a glorious and inexhaustible subject, 
which can never fail through all the rounds of eternity.” 

From the objects that surround us on every side, [ select for your 
present contemplation, comets, not because they are the most re- 
markable monuments of divine power, but because the astonish- 
ment with which we view them is still unimpaired by familiarity, 
and still heightened by the charm of curiosity.* 

The imperfection of our knowledge in relation to this subject, 
strongly illustrates, as by contrast, the power of the creator. 

The human mind has effected wonders. It has ascertained the 
élements, which, in the plastic hand of the Creator, produced the 
‘nineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms. It has discovered pro- 

tties of these elements, and properties consequent on their com- 

ination. It has wane. from the book of God, some of those 
laws which regulate thé Mmuttal influence, and the appearanée of 
his works. In every department of its investigations, it meets, 
however, with some things which reminds it of its weakness. 

, After centuries of anxious, industrious and judicious seratiffy, 
what scanty knowledge has it attained on the subject before us. 
Some astronomers have supposed that a comet was an assembl 

of innumerable small stars@jbich had accidentally codiesda; 


* This lecture was delivered, at the time when a comet was visible in South- 


Cc 
GOS, MESS.—VOL. YII!. $4- 


oS 4 





266 The Pinckney Lecture. [Sept- 


others have regarded it as a mere meteor, or a larger species of the 
aurora borealis. A third class consider it to be a transparent body, 
which, refracting the rays of the sun, is necessarily attended with @ 
stream of light, denominated the tail; and a fourth class, with 
Newton at their head, pronounce it a species of planets having very 
eccentric orbits. As to the use of comets, opinions have been as 
various as with respect to their composition. It is still undecided, 
whether they are designed to supply the sun with fuel, to repair 
the waste of electric matter in the planets, to act as media of com- 
munication between the solar and the other systems, to be regions 
for the habitation of living creatures, or merely to impress man- 
“kind with awe for the supreme being.* The inquiry, which has 
successfully investigated every other portion of the planetary sys- 
tem, and has alinost extended itself to other suns, and other worlds, 
is still baffled by our present subject. Comets do, indeed, seem to 
say to man: “ The path of our maker is in the great waters; his 
footsteps are not known,” “‘his ways are past finding out,” his 
“* greatness is unsearchable.” r. 
here are, however, some few things, ascertained with respect to 
comets, which shed much light on the divine power. Newton has 
computed that the comet of the year 1680, was eleven thousand , 
and two hundred millions of miles from the sun, and that it moved 
with the velocity of eight hundred and eighty thousand miles in an 
hour, or upwards of twenty-one millions of miles in a natural day. 
Brydone attributes to one of the comets the still greater velocity of 
sixty millions of miles in a day, on the supposition thet ayes as 
distant from us as the sun. 

The period of one of these bodies is stated to be five hundred and 
seventy-five years, that is to say, it is occupied during this period in 
travelling round the sun. Consider this fact, consider its velocity, 
and judge how great the distance it must traverse! Notwithstand- 
ing the widely extended orb of this comet, it did not interfere with 
the attractions of the fixed stars. These stars, then, must have 
been at an immense distance from the comet even when nearest to 
it. How inconceivably distant then are those stars from our sun, 
Bat those stars are, it is rationally conjectured, suns, the centres of 
other systems; systems which probably have their planets, their 
comets, and their fixed stars! The idea is boundless!! 

Who can place limits to the immenai pace? 

““ He who framed the seni, 


. He who fixed each planet's place; 
Who bade unnumbered orbs to roll 
In destined course, through endless space,”’ 


@in alone effect such a work. 


* Dr. Herschell thinks comets stand in the allegorical view of tools probably: 
designed for some salutary purposes, but does not presume to determine whai 
those purposes are. ' 

Newton thinks that all the moisture of the earth would, from certain circum- 
stances, be consumed, if it had not a continual supply from some part or other of 
tke universe, and that this resupply comes from comets; also, that thegpst part of 
our air requisite for animal life, comes principally from comets. 
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Great is he who created space! Great indeed is the Lord whom 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain, and who “ filleth ali in all.” 
Comets illustrate very strongly, the almighty control which Provi- 
dence exercises over his works. It is universally agreed that they 
are bodies moving through the expanse in which suns, planets and 
their satellites, are perpetually revolving.. Equal in size to twor 
thirds of our globe, they must possess considerable attractive power; 
they are susceptible, also, of the influence of the attraction of other 
bodies, as astronomical calculations have indisputably proved. 
Yet, with all their eccentricity, the five hundred that are known to 
have travelled through the system, have not deranged it, or destroyed@ 4 
any of its material parts. From the proximity of a part of their “> 
orbit to the sun, they must be intensely hot, yet this heat has not, to 
appearance, ‘affected, and certainly has not burnt up eny of the 
planets, or their satellites. Were a volcano to pour forth its lava 
through your streets, without burning your houses, or destroying a 
single individual, would you not regard this as a signal imterposi- 
tion of Providence? But the power which, whether by a A gryed 
superintendence, or by general laws instituted at the creation, har- 
mhonizes the grand system of nature, is far more. astonishing. .To 
cause fiery bodies of the size of comets, with a tail millions of miles 
in length, to fly with incredible velocity through ten thousand times 
ten thousand bodies perpetually in motion, harmless, uninjuring 
and uninjured, is, indeed, a work worthy of omnipotence. Comets 
are, in some measure, disturbed in their motion by the attraction 
of othembodies. Thus, there was one, according to Halley, which “ 
had its Periodical time increased to the amount of one year. The 
periodical time of Saturn too has been affected by Jupiter, but 
from these circumstancés no serious evil appears to have resluted. 

Let us examine this subject a little more particularly. The 
comet of 1680, was on the Lith of November of that year, distant 
from the path of the earth not above one semi-diameter of the earth, 

, that is to say, not quite four thousand miles. Had the earth on that 
day been in that part of its orbit, the most disastrous consequences 
must have ensued. If, from their mutual gravitation, an appulse 
had taken place, the shock, increased by the rapid motion of the 
comet, would probably, says Halley, “ have reduced this beautiful 
frame to its original chaos.” Escaping this issue, the heat of the 
comet, computed to —::: two thousand times greater than 
that of red-hot iron, wo probably have produced a conflagration 
ofthe earth. Take another view of the subject. Supposing the 
comet of 1680, to have been no larger than the moon, its inflnence 
on the sea must have been incalculably greater; for the distance of 
the moon from the earth is about two hundred and thirty-nine 
thousand miles, while that of the comet from the earth’s path was, 
as has been stated, only four thousand miles. The attraction of 
this comet on the subterranean waters must have beet considerable ; 
and its tail, a volume of vapour of twenty-three millions of miles, 
estimatigg its length by that of other comets, would, if condensed, 
have produced an immense mass of fluid. 
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* Whiston supposes the great deluge to have been produced by a 
comet. Whither this opinion be received or not, the possibility of 
such an ‘effect from such a cause cannot be reasonably questioned. 

Our earth was not in that part of its path next the comet on the 
1ith of November, 1680, and, therefore, it escaped a deluge, a con- 
flagration; or a crush. Was this an accident? Is it accidental 
that it has experienced none of these evils from the many comets 
which it has witnessed? Is it not rather the effect of a benevolence 
willing the good of his creatures; of a wisdom knowing how to 
prevent the clashing of these huge bodies; and a power, which, 


4 *franging the several parts of a complicated system, or from time 


to time controlling their operations, could execute what his benevo- 
lence desired, and his wisdom planned? 

Comets play harmless about thy earth and thy ‘children, O 
otnipotent Jehovah, because thou art every-where: ‘* Whither shall 
T go trom thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” 
because thou seest every thing: past, present, and future; darkness 


| supe all alike to thee; thou controllest every thing: “* Thou 


thy creatures, animate and inanimate, behind aud before, 
nd laid thy hand on them: Thou compasseth their path, and art 
acquainted with all their ways:” Thou doest “ according wo'thy 
will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
and none can stay thy hand, or say unto thee, what doest thou.” 

If I might be permitted to digress, I would here take the oppor- 
tunity of remarking, that the control which God exercises over his 
Works, is, perhaps, the strongest evidence of his power. 

To create*the world was a great work; but to preser¥e such a 
system was a greater work: a system embracing so many discord- 
ant priuciples, in'which the interests of the ant and of the elephant, 
the properties of the invisible particle and of the sun, were equally 
to be regarded. In every part of creation we find traces of this 
wonderful control. The earth contains in its bowels the principles 
of self-destruction. Its productions dying year after year, seem to 
encroach on the sea and the atmosphere. But these principles 
are so modified by an Almighty Governor, that things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation. ; 

The sea, receiving in its bosom springs and rivers, threatens te 
absorb then, while its flowings, guided by the moon and by the 


mere threats, for ‘*God hath bound t ters in a garment, and 
shut up the sea with dvors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou come and 
no further; and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can 
they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it.” _ 
The air daily takes from the earth and the sea, but it only borrows, 
to return in kindly dews, in refreshing showers, in those springs 
and mighty rivers which water the dry land, and replenish the ocean. 
The atmosphere is the region of rain and hail, of the whirlwind 
and the tempest, of the electric fluid and of pestilence, either of 
which are capable of destroying all the inhabitants of this globe. 
But God controls them: for, says his word, “ Before Him went the 


* tempest, seem ready to overwhelm Ea land. But these are 
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pestilence.” ‘ He bindeth up the waters in His thick clouds, and 
the cloud is not rent under them.” He “hath gathered the wind 
in His fists; and sendeth forth lightnings that they may go and say, 
Here we are.” 

So great is the increase of animals, that they would long since 
have ravaged the earth, and perished for want of subsistence, had 
not God provided by ordinary and extraordinary means for their 
gradual diminution. 

Mankind, through the influence of their own passions andtheirbias _. 
to wickedness, would, probably, long since have been exterminated, | ~ 
but for their Governor, before whom the hearts of the children of mens 
are naked, and who mitigates their wrath, or restrains their power. — 

Whether these, and other effects which might be mentioned, 
result from a particular Providence, or from some general laws of 
the Creator, it is not material to determine. Whatever be the 
means, the harmony of each part of creation with itself and with 
other parts, the nice adjustment of a balance so difficult to poisey» 
is the work of God, and proves him to be ALmicary. re m. 

It may not be inapposite to observe here, that, in the se by 
God frequently appeals to this control as illustrative of B 
power. Thus, in the Acts, xvii. 26. ‘‘ He hath determined the times” 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation:” and in Job, 
xxxviii. 35. “ Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or 
loose the bands of Orion? Cuanst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his 
season, or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?” 

The weakness of man is chiefly conspicuous in his inability to 
control the actions he has performed. They have gone from him, 
not to be recalled; gone to produce effects w he cannot always 
modify or prevent. But God can do with his s all his pleasure. 

To return from this long digression. It must, I apprebend, be 
admitted, that if comets, from our imperfect acquaintance with 
them, do not illustrate the wisdom and benevolence of their author, 
they at least shed much light on His power. 

When, then, brethren, you look at the comet, now in our hemis- 
sphere, said to exceed in magnitude most that have appeared, 
remember that that inscrutable body was created, was suspended in 
‘infinite space, and is kept from injuring its sister luminaries, and 
“from destroying this fair creation and you, its inhabitants, by the 
power of God. Look agit, then, and adcre your common maker 
and preserver. Look ith and beware of that wrath which, though 

it burned bat a little, could in an instant consume you. Look.atit, 

eand: prepare for that day of judgment to which you are hastening, 
when ‘‘the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll:. and,all 

‘heir host shall fall.down as a falling fig from the fig-tree.” _ So, 

wto borrow the idea of a learned writer, slall this comet prove to 
you of “ more utility than all the stars and planets in the heavens.” 

» "Dhis is the proper improvement of our subject. It is the eonelu- 
sion of common sense, that the Lord, who is very great, is greatly 
to be ‘and honoured. It is the veice of piety and of inspira- 
tion, the Lord, O my soul; O Lord thou art very great.” 
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* The honourable and worthy founder of this lecture, to use his own 
l , “conscious, in some measure conscious of the regard 
a veneration due to the great Creator,” calls you this day to 
enter the “presence of your Maker, with thanksgiving, and to make 
a joyful noise unto Him with psalms, for He is a great Ged, and 
agreat king above all Gods.” Yes, brethren, the subject of our pre- 
sent lecture was selected with a view to your moral and religious 
improvement. You were not called to contemplate divine wisdom, 
but divine power, because it was more important to excite in your 
* minds an awe than an admiration of your maker; it was more im- 
portant to excite those feelings which lead to amendment of heart 
and life, than those which terminate in barren speculations. 

_ Fulfil, then, brethren, the pious and benevolent design which has 
assembled you in this place. ‘Seek him that maketh the seven 
Stars and Orion;” that ‘“‘calleth for the waters of the sea, and 

pureth them out upon the face of the earth.” 

Seek him who is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
. Seek him in humble dependence on the influences of 
Spirit, and on the atonement of his Son, without which 
nothing, 

“© Father, may we praise thee, who art very great, here, and be 
permitted, through the merits of thy blessed Son, our Lord, to 
praise thee forever in the kingdom of thy greater glory.— Amen. 


—— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


CONSIDERATIONS ON THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF SLAVES. 


Is there a truth taugit, or a precept enjoined by the Christian religion, 
which would mak@vany man a worse servant? Read the ten com- 
mandments, Christ’s sermon on the mount, and Ephesians, ch. iv. 
from ver. 17 to the end, and say would not conformity to these lessons 
improve the character of your servant? See.his duty to you laid’) 
down as minutely as any universal instructions can be in Ephes. vi. 5. 

&e. Coloss. iii. 22. &c. 1 Tim. vi. 1. &c. Titus, ii. 9. &c. and the 
epistle to Philemon. Christianity teaches him the fear of God, that 

he is always present, and will by no means spare the guilty. It teaches 

him “‘ to do to all men as he would they should do unto him; to honour 

and obey the civil authority; to submit to all his governors, teachers, 
spiritual pastors, and masters; to order himself lowly and reverently 

to all his betters; to hurt nobody by word d; to be true and just 

in all his dealings ; to bear no maliee nor hatred in his heart, to keep 

his hands from picking and stealing, and his tongue from evil 
speaking, lying and slandering; to be sober, chaste, industrious, +} 
and contented in that state of life in which it has pleased God to 
place him.” It says, “Servants be obedient to them that are your © 
masters, according to the flesh, not with eye-service as men-pleasers, * 
but as the servants of Christ, with good will doing service, as to the * 
Lord, and not to men.” It teaches them to “ count their own mas- 

ters worthy of all honour;” to please them well in all ‘thi not 
answering again; not purloining, but showing all good fidelity; to be ; 
































































1831.] Considerations on the Religious Instruction of Slaves. 271 


subject not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward mas- 
ter, when buffctted for their faults; and even when they do well and 
suffer for it, to take it patiently. 

Would your servant be the worse for adopting such general princi- 
ples—for following such particular directions? Has your slave aban- 
doned your service, and does he refuse to return to it? Let us suppose 
that while a fugitive he becomes a Christian, and that his pastor was to 
read to him the epistle to Philemon. Could he for a moment doubt 
his obligations to return to you? Would not the example of the con- _ 
verted Onesimus move him as nothing else could? What arguments 

_of persuasion could you address to him if those of St. Paul, in that 
epistle, were unavailing? 

But let us view the servile class in another relation, as a part of the 
social body. What measure would you propose to make them sale 
and good members of society?’ Do you say keep them in utter igno- 
rance? Let me ask, are the ignorant less liable to the govern 
their passions, and to be deluded by the crafty, than the eoligh 
I think not. Again: Is your remedy practicable? Can_y: 
the rays of knowledge from their cabins? and, How will 
the knowledge, which inevitably they will acquire, from) being ™ 
used} from becoming a dangerous power? The strong @rm of 
law cannot suppress the inward emotion, ready to manifest itself in 
action so soon as a favourable opportunity occurs. Religious principle 
will go to the root of discontent, and destroy the evil promptly and effec- 
tually. Inspire the slave, from infancy, with a horror of crime. 
Teach him that murder, and all proceedings tending thereto, will-bring 
upon his head certain punishment from God, inguietudefin life, and 
misery in eternity. In this way only can you rain | evil passions, 
and fortify him against the temptations of wick 

It is a remarkable fact that there should exist apprehensions as to 
sound religious instruction, when it is, in fact, our best security. It is 
absurd in theory, that the principles of Christianity will be unfavourable 
to subordination. All the facts are against this supposition. If we 
were to admit, which we do not, that it would be the best policy to pre- 
vent any enlightening of the mind in the class referred to, we say that 
such a course is utterly impracticable. The question is not between 
knowledge and ignorance, but between the former and erroneous, wild, 
extravagant, dangerous, notions on religion, with which they. will be 
parsed unless they are sae with that which is sound, sober, 
tational, and wholesome. 

The voice of humanity on this subject ought to be no longer un- 
heeded, Every good man must desire and will co-operate to alleviate 
the situations of the servile class. Freedom would not merely be un+ 
safe for the community, but it would not be good for them as they ave. 
It would only lead,tas it has the untaught Indians, to their degradation 
and extinction. But letus make slavery as tolerable as it can be. Let 
us cheer them by the Sun of righteousness, and refresh them by the 
dews of divine grace. The gospel, the good tidings of great joy in- 
tended for all people, at what expense, and hazard of health and life, and’ 
sacrifices of ease and comfort, is it sent to heathen lands. Missionary 
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Societies abound. Ships are daily embarking on voyages of humanity. 
And shall two millions of heathen, at our very door, be left to perish ?* 
Is nothing, in a religious point of view, to be done for them? Isno — 
man to care for their souls? Are the Africans in Africa alone entitled 7 
to our pity and our charitable efforts? How glaring would be the in-  — 
consistency, to found a Society for the spiritual relief of the Ethiopian — 
“afar off, if the Ethiopian near by is entirely neglected! 

The obligation of imparting religious instruction, as a man has the 
_ Opportunity and ability, will be denied by no Christian. “ Do good 

unto allmen.” ‘Preach the gospel to every creature.” Is there any 
exception in the case of the slave? So far from it, his case is specially 
alluded to by prophecy: “ Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto 
God.” The sons of Ethiopia are to be brought under the banner of 
the Redeemer, and of course by the instrumentality of Christians. 
__whis prophecy plainly implies the obligation, resting on every believer, 
o all he can to bring Africans every where under the influence 
le gospel. Perhaps there was never uttered a more severe sarcasm 
f Montesqueiu: “ It is impossible to allow that negroes are 
p, if we allow them to be men, it will begin to be believed that 
ss are not Christians.” The force of it can be disarmed only 
by recogmizing them as our brethren by redemption, and doing @#) we 
can to bring them to the knowledge and obedience of Christ. It is 
confessedly a work of difficulty. And so it is to persuade any man to 
search for truth, and follow after holiness. But in the work of right- 
eousness, God, by his providence and grace, will assist both the teacher 
and the inquirer. You say your African scholar is no better for your 
pains. Butiis, thergmo favoured white, no beloved child to whom the 
same remark Wi apply? You must be patient and persevering, 
‘and be thankful u succeed in a few out of niafy instances; and if 

ou have no success, which would you prefer, the consciousness of neg- 
igence, or that of having done what you could? 

The Christian religion represents man us immeasurably exalted 
above other living creatures on the earth; as the brother of angels, and * 
‘the companion of his maker. This bold truth has produced great 
effects. It has increased mutual respect among men, and bound 
‘hearts together as with a link of adamant, as no other consideration 
could have done. It has raised woman to her proper rank in society, 
‘and is the foundation of the self-sacrifices and toils of the missionary. 

But there are men who know nothing, comparatively, of their dig- 
“nity, of their superiority to the brutes that perish, of their relation to the 
‘Supreme Being, and whom false policy or carelessness would doom to 
a perpetual ignorance of their duty and destiny, as immortal beings. | 

y are in the bosom ofa philanthropic Christian community. | But 
the charity, the piety, beam not for them. Ought this thing so to bet 
This is the question. I think not. True religion can injure no man. | 
It is the basis of public safety and prosperity. ‘* Righteousness exalteth © 
@ nation.” 








¢ 









* The slaves in the United States are computed at one and a half‘million, the 
free blacks at half a million. 
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Address on keeping the Lord’s Day Holy. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ADDRESS ON KEEPING THE LORD’S DAY HOLY. 


To a worthy member of our Church, now in England, we acknowledge ourselves 
much indebted for the opportunity of nting to our readers the foll 
excellent address of the Ministers of the town of Hull and its neighbo 
on keeping holy the Lord’s Day. 

Friends and Christian Brethren,—After deeply revolving with 
ourselves and consulting tugether, by what means we may best pro- 
mote the highest interests of those over whom God has appointed us 
as “ watchmen,” (Ezek. iii. and xxxiii,) and “ stewards of his myste 
ries,” we are of opinion that there is no one topic which it may be 
mere important or more seasonable to press upon your~attention, 
than that of the due observance of the Lord’s day. We need not 
point out to you what loose unworthy notions are entertained, and 
what a corrupt practice prevails, as to this sacred institution; thai 
which, notwithstanding, there is none wherewith the real welfa 
mankind, temporal and eternal, is more closely connected 

Divinely appointed (as we cannot doubt, Gen. ii. 148 
yet unfallen and sinless in paradise; observed, and its.¢ 
enfof@ed upon Israel in the wilderness, even before the git 
Law; (Exod. xvi. 22-31;) when that solemn promulgation of 
Divine Will was made, the Law of the Sabbath was placed in dis- 
tinguished prominence in the very midst of those commaudments 
which are called moral, and which are binding upon all mankind: 
and thenceforward it was ever impressed upon God’s ancient 
Church and people, as indispensable to their welfarg, and to the 
continuance of the Divine favor to them. ; 

Under that disp@Bsation, indeed, certain c observances 

were appended to the general law of the Sabbath, and certain civil 
penalties were annexed to the violation of it, which have now pass- 
ed away. The Jewish teachers had also encumbered it with a 
number of minute and frivolous additions, which our blessed Lord, 
by u more just interpretation of the law, swept away. But neither 
the one nor the other of these changes, nor the alteration of the day 
from the last to the first of the week, at all affect the substance of 
the institution. By the predictions of the ancient Prophets, look- 
ing forward to the Christian covenant; by the practice of our Lord 
himself; by that of his Apostles and primitive disciples, and that of 
his Church in all succeeding ages; the special consecration of this 
portion of our time to God is marked out as an appointment never 
to be superseded. 
Indeed if we consider the uses of the day—the ends to be answer- 
ed by it—-and its indispensable necessity to those ends, we shall as- 
suredly be led to regard it not only as an appointment that is obliga- 
tory, but.as a gift of ourcommon Heavenly Father, which we ought 
to receive with ardent thankfulness and delight. Yes, emphatical- 
ly “THE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN.” 

Viewed simply as a day of rest—a regularly recurring interrup- 
tion of the otherwise incessant “ work and toil of our fhanda,” or 
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cate-of Our minds about earthly things—even in this view alone it 
is invaluable. ..We will here adopt the language of one of our 
most popular and most able, though not generally one of our most 
religious periodicals.—‘ Looking,” says this publication, “ beyond 
its religious objects, the Sabbath may be regarded as a merciful con- 
cession to human nature, an invaluable boon to the poor—a Divine 
inte ition to give that protection tothe health, comforts, and 
privileges of the mass of mankind, which perhaps nothing else 
could bestow. The workman who establishes the precedent [by set- 
ting the example] for making it a day of labour, attacks the best{tem- 
poral interests of himself and his brethren."* Nor let such persons 
ever imagine that the Sabbath diminishes their gains. As we our- 
selves strongly feel at the present time, “‘in countries tolerably ad- 
vanced in population, and the arts of civil life, there is always 
enough of human labour, and tospare. The addition of the seventh 
Gay’s labour to the other six, would have no other effect than to re- 
pe the price:”+ so that for seven days work, the labourer would 
feceive no more than the present six day’s wages. 
) We love to see and to shew that the divine institutions thus in- 
ithe good “ of the life that now is,” as well as “of that which 
ie.” Still, however, it is supremely as a religious apPoint- 
ent, and for the sake of its moral and religious, its spiritual and 
eternal advantages, that we would assert the importance and the 
obligation of the Sabbath. Be it then considered, that it is and 
ever has been, and to the great mass of mankind ever must be, the 
grand means of upholding and diffusing Ra.icron in the world, with 
all the unnymbered blessings which follow in hertrain. Set aside 
the Sabbath nd t becomes of the Public Worship of Almighty 
God? and w rtunity comparatively redfins to mankind at 
large of being inStructed in their duties to God and their neighbour, 
rat of being “‘ made wise unto salvation?” Well may we say, “ *Vhbat 
an honor has God put upon this institution” in all ages of the 
Church! “ Who can trace out its history?) Who can number the 
souls converted, the graces of Christians quickened, the sorrows of 
the afflicted consoled, the influences of the Holy Spirit granted, 
the assurances of the Savior’s presence vouchsafed, the sermons, 
and prayers, and sacraments rendered effectual? Figure to your- 
selves what has been transacted on all the Sabbaths, throughout 
all the world, since the promulgation of the Christian faith, God 
has wrought most of his works of grace upon the Sabbath. But 
he who sets the example of neglecting the Sabbath, does what in 
him lies to bring al! its blessings to an end—to frustrate and des- 
troy them all! , 
And then as hallowed Sabbaths are the days of special blessing 
so are desecrated Sabbaths the days of tenfold guilt and tenfold in- 
jury to those who thus set God’s authority at naught, and despise 
his goodness. On what day isso much sin committed, on what 
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day so much mischief and misery diffused as ona violated Sabbath? 

Thousands of ruined men and women, thoughtless, wayward, uao- 

godly young men and young women, have traced back their fatal 

* course to its first step in the profanation of the Sabbath. In the 
righteous judgment of God it always happens, that his best gifts, 
and our greatest advantages, being perverted and abused, become 
our heaviest curses. 

And with this use or abuse of the Sabbath by the people at large, 
let it be considered how inseparably the welfare of our beloved coun- 
try (an object to which we all now look with an anxious oe is 
connected. “ Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is the re- 
proach”~-and will be the ruin—“ of any people.” It is, it must. be 
so, by the natural tendencies of things, which God has established, 
as well as by the more immediate interposition of that righteous 
providence by which He governs the world. And all that has been 
said goes to shew, how directly the sanctification of the Sabbath , 
tends to spread “ righteousness,” its violation to diffuse “sin” fi 
and wide throughout the land. - 

Fellow townsmen! Fellow countrymen! we call upon yo 
seriously to consider this important subject ; éach of you 
mediate reference to his own conduct, and the improvement 
it may behove him to mnke. ee 

Remember, the whole day is to be consecrated to God, and not 
only a part of it. Public worship (more than once -attended, 
wherever, by due arrangements, circumstances will permit) is an 
essential part of the sanctification of the Sabbath; but it is only 
@ part—one among the many duties (duties which are equally our 
privileges) that the day brings with it, and respect ourselves, 
our children, our “Servants and other depend: ur friends, the 
poor, the sick, and all within the sphere of our influ 

In adverting to offences against the sanctity of the Sabbath, it is 
more difficult to know where to begin, and which to select, than to 
enumerate an appalling number which are common and prevalent. 
The lamentable neglect of any such regular and ord@rly attendance 
upon public worship, as is requisite to ensure its benefits, is an evil 
existing among the poorer classes to an extent which would hardly 

-be’believed by those who have not taken pains to inquire into it. 
*“Bvery enlightened person should exert his influence, in the way at 
least of moral suasion, to remedy this evil; while every discotir- 
‘agement, arising from the want of accommodation in our Churches, 
‘or from other causes should be removed out of the way. 
ee But we feel impelled not to confine ourselves, in noticing this 
topic to the case of the poor. How much may the ‘ower classes 
“pee'the duty in question slighted by a great proportion of their 
‘superiors. Once in the day, for decency'’s sake, or for example’s 
‘sake, is as much attendance as many give at “the house of God” 
‘and then they withdraw to their offices, or pay visits, or entertain 
company, or betake themselves to country excursions; giving, in 
short, the rest of the day to business or to pleasure, as inclination 


a 
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dictates. Oh! is this to devote a day to the Lord and to take a 
“delight” therein ? 
» With other classes, the keeping open of shops; buying and sell- 
ing;, frequenting of public-houses, or spirit-shops, or beer-shops, 
(with which our town is now overspread); the running of stage 
coaches, the plying of steam vessels, or travelling by these or other 
vehicles: these are profanations of the Sabbath which obtrude them- 
selves upon notice, and proclaim to all the world the contempt for 
God’s holy day which is entertained by a great part of our profess- 
edly Christian population. Why is the Sabbath made, more 
perhaps than any other day of the week, the time for the sailing of 
vessels from our port? And why is the departure of our steam 
packets upon shorter vgyages (to or from London, for instance) so 
arranged, as necessarily to make the Sabbath one of the days spent 
atseat Why, but because the one day set apart for religion can be 
better spared, than any of the siz allowed us for worldly business ! 
_ ~~ Such practices ought to be discountenanced by all who have a 
pre d for God’s holyinstitutions. 
lany of the open spaces surrounding the town, groups of dis- 
_ Orderly persons are seen pertinaciously assembling for the purposes 
segemlig and other unlawful sports, and to draw in heedless 
and neglected youth to share their crimes, and to propagate them 
still further to others: while the disorders of some of our more 
public streets, especially on the afternoon and evening of the Sab- 
bath, (when most unhappily scrvants and others of both sexes are 
turned loose to corrupt one another) attract the reprehension of 
strangers. And among those who remain more decently at home, 
how is the time ofnumbers employed? In listless idleness; in 
sensual in enc@; in vain or corrupting discourse; or in reading 
newspapers@nd other publications suited to counteract, instead of 
promoting the composing, elevating, purifying purposes of the day. 
Such reading on the Sabbath is known to be carried to a great ex- 
tent among the poor: and here too, alas! they have to plead the coun- 
tenance given to their practice by their superiors, who, with stillmore _ 
flagrant disrespect for the day, are seen frequenting the open news- ~~ 
' room, (perhaps adjourning thither from Church) as if to efface,as 
) soon as possible, any good impressions they may have there received! ~ 
Oh! are these the habits of a Christian people; of a religious ~ 
town? Surely the subject demands the serious attention of all 
classes among us; our humiliation before Almighty God, and our 
anxious consideration, by what means reform may be effected, and 
a.better state of things introduced. = 
As your appointed ministers, and as those who “ watch for your 
souls” and lung for your welfare, we address you with all serious- — 
ness and earnestness upon the subject. We have several of us — 
done so by concert from the pulpit, and we now do it conjointly 
from the press. We address ourselves humbly, respectfully, affec- 
tionately to persons of every class. We solicit the countenance 
and support of our magistrates in every way in which it cap be 
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properly given: and to them, and to all others bearing offices 
which have any connexion with services of this kind, we beg to 


_ suggest the advantages which would follow if that inspection were 


regularly persevered in, which is, from time’to time, occasionally 
exercised over public houses, and over those parts in the outskirts 
of the town, ere the assemblages of disogderly persons, above 


. alluded to, take place. We address ourselves to the richer classes 


generally; and we say to them, support us, or rather support the 
religion, the virtue and good manners of your country, by Piss ex- 
ample. No longer be content to appear in the house of God once 
only on the Lord’s day. Abstain from Sunday parties, from Sun- 
day excursions, from the transaction of business, and from frequent- 
ing news-room on this day. We address ourselves to the F 
Oh! consider the Sabbath as made, though not exclusively, Bi ok 
an especial manner, for you. Waste not its sacred hours in 


idleness, much less in vicious indulgence. Hallow the whole day, “sae’ 


edly: read your bibles: instruct your child nd keep th 
the streets. Persons employing labourers: by the early 7 
their wages on the Saturday, withhold from them all preten 
deferring their marketings, or other things connected. with 
provision, so as to interfere with their observance of the Sabbath. 
Urge this dutyjapon them both by your example and your exhorta- 
tions. Keeper$ of small shops: Oh! never imagine that you suc? 
ceed better by setting at naught the commandment of Him, on 
whose blessing all real success depends. Trust your Saviour; and 
believe his word, that, if you ‘tseek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness,” all needful things shall be: ‘‘ added to you.”* 
Servants, count it not a privilege to be allowed t6 & ur Sun? 
day evenings in idle visiting or parading the street here you 
meet with so much to ensnare, so much to corrupt and ruin you. 
Masters and mistresses, consider your duty to your servants, your 
apprentices, and other dependants, as well as to youtchildren; and 
regard it as one essential part of that duty to provide them accom- 
modation in the house of God, and to sce that they attend regularly 


and not merely the evening of it. Attend the fond of God re ‘ne ge 


and ina becoming manner. ‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day to keep — 


it holy ; ye, and your sons and your daughters, your men-servants, 
and your maid-servants ;” and all that pertain to you. Let the tes- 
timony be borne to you which was borne to Abraham: “IT know 
him that he will command his children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord.” Them that thus 
“honour God he will honour: but they that despise him shall be 
lightly esteemed.” 


anal have occasion to know that oe cae a todo feel themselves 
grievous! by the existin ctice, an what their castomers expect 
of them. "Wa vefor iSeeuiiien we, Ng who, after being employed in baking din- 
ners during the forenoon, are occupied till a late hour on y evening in baking 
and delivering out bread; expressly contrary to a recent Act of Parliament. We 
trust they will not delay to emancipete themselves by a general agreement to con- 
form to the law in this respect: 
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Have hot even the'mdst ; srious Christians among us reason to 
confess and lamen unworthy improvement which they make of 
this blessed day, and of the high privileges which it brings with it? 
Nate, “look well to our family rules and our family habits, our 
‘family religion the tenor of our discourse, the spending of our time, 
and our attendance apon the worship of God.” Let us examine iu 
what we have been Hegligent or wrong; and by what means we 
have failed of attaining @ greater blessing: and let us implore 
race of Almighty God to enter more fully into the spirit of his 
ly institution. Let us take, for example, the ninety-second 
psalm, (“a psalm or sovg for the sabbath day,”) as an illustration 
_ ofthe temper with which we should meet it, and of the enjoyment 
ae this holy festival may be expected to bring to all who ob- 
erve it aright. And let us all now consider our country as addressed 
- Gn the language once directed to the people of Israel: Jf thou turn 
D4, Givay thyfoot from the Sabbath from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
A ay; call the Sabbath, a delight, the holy of the Lord, honoura- 
hay +s ble; and shalt h im, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
os ‘pleasure, speaking thine own words; then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the Lord: Then shall thy light break forth as the 
_ morn ,and thine health shall spring forth speedily ; and thy righteous- . 
~ ness shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rereward. 
(Isaiah Iviii. 13) 14, 8.) . 
» We remain your faithful and affectionate servant the gospel. 
ie [Signed by eleven clergymen. | 
* ” 


ro 
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* POUBTRY.—(sececten.] 
THE SABBATH EVE. 


~y Is there a time when moments flow, 
More lovelily than all beside ? 
It is, of all the times below, 
A Sabbath eve in Summer tide. 


On! then the setting sun smiles fair, 
And all below, and all above, 

The different forms of nature wear ; 
One universal garb of love. 


And then the peace that Jesus beams, 
The life of grace, the death of sin, 

With nature's placid woods and streams, 
Is peace without and peace within. 


Delightful scene! a world at rest, 
A God all love, no grief to fear, 
A heavenly hope, a peaceful breast, 
A smile unsullied by a tear. 


If heaven be ever felt below, 
A scene so heavenly sure as this, 
a cause a heart on earth to know 
ome foretaste of celestial bliss. 





Delightful hour! how soon will 
d her dark mantle o’er 
And morrow’s quick returning 
Must call us to the world 


Yet there will dawn at least a day, 
A sun that never sets shall risey, ., 
Night will not veil his cease 
e heavenly Sabbath ne 


+ - 


St. Paul’s Church, Summerville. artes gentlemen 
been elected Vestry meu and Wardens of this newly erected! 


Messrs, Boone, Boyle, Brisbane, Gelzer, Miles, Peake 
seprrmen ; loor and Sommen, Vi Wardens. 

St. John’s Church, Fayetteville, Neel ine ¥ 
quested to state that the sums collected in : astiaoeas in 
rebuilding the Protestant Episcopal Church of. St.*Jehn’s, in. 
+ pean amounted in the aggregate to $666,03,* being so 

ing more than that published in the Gospel for Jaly, 
and was tramgmitted to the Committee of the Vesti that 
gation"by t irman of the Vestry of St. Philip reh. - The 


following is a of a letter received by him from Comutittee, 
acknowledging receipt of the amount thus transmine@i 


Tuomas W. Bacor, Fayetteville, Ful 5,. : 
Chairman of the Vestry of St. lip ¥ id ss 
‘Dear Sir—We have received your letter of 30th ultimo, e el a check 


for $666.03, on the United States Bank, being the mount collecte' 
St. Michael’s, and St. Paul’s, Radcliffebore’, towards rebuilding the 
town. 

For this tribute of Qpristian sympathy, the behalf of the Vestraes 
gation of St. John’s, return our gra’ ac bnowledgments: anda it 
will be the means of strengthening the pervcan Bint bonds which waite us as. 

9 members of the same holy and apostolic communion 8 
“ We are, dear Sir, yours urs sincerely. T, 
* =3 , ‘CHARLES T. HAIGH, } Committee. 


Philip's, 
in this 


General Theological S@hinary of the Protestant Episeopal Chu , 
ak appears from the proceedings of the Board of Trustees, that the “7 
ber ofthe students, exclusive ef those who have leave of 
nce, is 25; that during the year, the Library hus been increased 
‘the donation of 24 volumes, and that it contains 3550 volumes. 

he Trustees of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Press have 
lved, that as a testimouy of the sense of this Board of the im- 
nce to our Chureh of the General Theological@Seminary, 
in this city, and of their interest in its welfarg, the agent be 


® $4 of this sum was collected at St. Stephen's Chapeljsand is ineluded i 
va jransiitied by St Michael's Church, ot “> 
‘ 7 





id'in the Library of that institution, bound ic 
h publications as have hitherto issued, or 

j our Press; and that a copy of this resolu- 
Mmetnbers of the Board, and communicated to 
of the Seminary.” ‘ 
‘expenses of the students, a Committee 
ill be observed that these estimates in- 
ction geceived at the Seminary, 


| diem, for each 
student for theterm abo , has been - 


+ @) _ Total expense of board i i 

g first Monday of r, 1830, and ending last 
of June, 1831, say days, has been 

“3 ‘ashing for the same space, - : 


+B : 
“4 say 2 allowing only one student to a 


5 Oi f ‘ ih acl 

* for each etudent, be - 

“room, a ne 9 of the arte y mera one student to 
rt) 


’ studerite room together, as is generally the 
the expénse of fuel will be divided, and will” 
lesgen th e amount by the sum Oe: ce —_ 
ma "aie ape of each student, suppodiie two 


in a - $70 95 
‘statin she abo fesult, tH Carmine cannot withhold the 

their surprise at th arkable cheapness of living in 

the the Semiary and they Have no doubt that in that surprise the 


whole will participate. To acéount for that result it ought 
to’ be kndWiht that the students constitute of themselves a family ; 
‘and by judicious arrangement atfiong them, co their household 
affairs in a manner conducive at once to econ my and comfort ; 
Z oiding thereby the expense incident to ordinary boarding estab-. 
dishiments, occasioned by the necessary profits of those who cot 
m. It ought to be generally known, too, that no fent 
r the rooms which they occupy in the Seminary ; and moreover, 
at’ certaigjallowances are made by the Standing Committee, 
phich di h, in some degree, their expenses. ‘ 
“Your Committee think it proper to state further, that the rooms @ 
ofthe Seminary, are, in themselves, very convenient and comforta- —*_ 
ble; and in their arrangements, particularly in relation to their © 
dormitories, may be considered as preferable to those of the most | 
éelebrated Seminaries of the country. Saemeaee 
"Your Gommittee have great pleasure in adding, that with 
‘materials ¥ ct and cogs living, there is every t 
‘of contentnient and happiness pe g the rere re 
Toa recent circular of the Stand ommittee, they say : “* Upon 
the 'w ed as the members of the Standing ee 


’ 
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. that they only speak the unanimous opini ut 2 nt 
Pat the nt annual meeting, and of al avé an intimate 
knowledge of the existing state of the Ge " i 
fry, when they declare, that it presents every facili 
be reasonably desired for acquiring the in 
the moral and religious discipline neces 
and under circumstances ef comfort of livimg aowhere 
to be exceeded ; they recOmmen attention of the members 
of the Church throughout t eng ofthe them te 
make these facts well known se theimbest exertions to 
induce pious and zealous young who are desirous of preparing 
for Holy Orders, to come and recelwaaye advantages, it so abun- 
dantly and freely offers them. They solicit their devou 
constant prayers for this school of the prophets, established by the 
highest’ authority of the @hufch, and under its control, it may 
Bethe blessed means of sending forth multitudes of pi faithful, 
and well-prepared labourers, into those “ fields €ven now 
white unto the hakvest. ae t 


Pennsylvania.---At the diocesan Convention, on the Trth y; 


ere present the two Bishops, 23 of the anand the daity. 
There are inthis diocese 59 clergymen, and *i@eandidates for 
orders, Tilo Fund amounts to $13,097." “ A list of the 
clergy absent ¥fom the last Conveption was called @Mer aecording 
to Canon X1V.gBection 5: when the Rev. Mr. De Pui d an 
excuse for his absence, whichgyon motion, was accept 8 satis- 
factory.” ll e ¥ 
The following was passed ? hereas, In the report of a Com- 
mittee of the last Convention of the @ocere of Sou rolina, 
contained in the journal of that body, on the subject of the General 
Theological Seminary, a claim to the benefits of the dégacy of the 
late Frederick Kijpne, Esq. of Piiidatelphia, is indireetly asserted 
for that diocesé, therefore, 
* Resolved, That, in the present state of that bequest, df lest s 
@emire silence should hereafter be misconstrued, this Convention, ~ 
. deem it their duty to notice the claim of the diocese of South-Ce 
Bins. only so far as respectfully to deny its validity. 
, “ Resolved, That this Convention having heard with great sati 
faction the able and interesting charge this morning, @elivered 
~ the Right Rev. Bishop White, recognizes in this performance a laud- 
“able zeal fOr the inculcation of sound ecclesiastical principles, and 
‘coming concern for the future unity of the Church.” 
his Address, Bishop White says: “‘I made a religious visit to 
minary under the government of the Rev. William A. Muhlen- 
, at Flushing, on Long-Island; and was a witnes the exact 
eréstablished in it, and of the literary instructiog with which it 
is supplied. These considerations, with the prominent importance 
given to the religious cultivation of the youth, and attached to it an 
adberenge to the institutions of our Church, give ground to expect 
G08. MESS.—VOL. Vil 36 





2 sep p tigen (seri 


* 
that @He will find thi ‘Seminary an efficient agent in the sustaining 
‘of our holy feligt a source of supply to our ministfyy* * * 
“ The Domestic Foreign Missionary Society has received a 
at increase of patronage, and of pecuniary aid during the last” 
ir. Yet the de n it increase more than in proportion to¥ 
increase of it * 

“The Society © Advancement of Christianity in Pennsyl- 
vania continues its effici d would be much more efficient, 
if there could be excited e Of its vital importance to the 
extension of our communi resent number of missionaries 
is 13. Its’ views “are much ai y the Female Society auxiliary 
to.it, in the printing andj@istributing of tracts. It is agrecable to 
learn, ‘that within the lag®yecar, this respectable ussociation have 
had s considerable increase of means; and perhaps there may still 
he an addition to their efficiency, in proportion as it shall be-known, 
that w. hey avow a consistent adherence to the doctrine and the 
worshi “the Epiggopal Church, they exclude publications on 
points going beyond authorized standards, and admitting variety 


of opi within her pale. 

‘“The General Episcopal Sunday School Union has had a con- 
siderable increase of auxiliaries; and promises more and more t0™ 
ive protectiOm tovour Sunday Schools, against eudgayours to sub- 

jeet them to agencies and to instructions alien irom 
our Church : 
oul ress, Bishop Onderdonk says: ‘ by presenting you 


e worship of 


my foul annual Address, in conformity with the Canons, I am 
con t that your feelings respon te mine in selecting as the first 
topic, the continued aid improved health of our most venerable 
Dioces ‘His labours @#ring the past year have, 1 believe, ex- 
ceeded t of any like period since my connexion with this dio- 
cese. And bis being enabled to sustain them, with even increased 
vigour, both of body and a for our ferygnt gratitude to the 
Father of Mercies ; and encourages the hope that his life may yet 
be pietracted, for the benefit and the happiness, not only of the 
wide circle of his deeply attached personal friends, but of our whole® 
gommunion, honoured by his revered and eminent standing, and 
plighting to honour him.” 

In the ochial Reports we find ome Church (St. Andrew’s, 

. Philadel pal) has about 100 Sunday School teachers and 1400 
scholars, and has contributed during the year to chagitable pur- 
poses, $3421. 

Extracts from the Reports: “ All our Church wants in these 
regions, is zealous and faithful Missionaries. Prejudice against 
our cause, falls before the overwhelming arguments drawn from 
the liturgy, to prove the spirituality of our doctrines. The notes, 
‘forms wiffiout power,’ so much harped upon by the enemies of 
Episcopacy, de dying away. Thanks be to the God of. heaven; 
the Church is every where rising and putting on her beautiful gar- 
ments.” -***** The School labours under the very seriougglifficulty 
of a want of suitable accommodations, it being kept in the Chul. 
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Had we an appropriate building, we might calculate, frem the 
prai hy zeal of the teachers, upon g increasing the num- 
ber 0 olars.” “The Rector has still to deplore that so 
many habitually absent themselves on the afternoon of the Lord's 
day, and thus betray a very inadequate sense.of the gacted purposes 
and requirements of that divine instituti@n, also laments that 
so few should generally avail themselves of € occasional privilege 
of worshipping God on week days,si e prayers of the Church. 
A more general attention to “iis be hailed by him as a 
decisive evidence of a hopefu se of piety.” “ Eight 
members of the Vestry are now engaged im teaching in the Sunday 
Schools, and every teacher in the schools, above sixty in all, with 
but a single exception, is a communi@ant of the Church.” ***** 
“ The present state of religion in this Church, is in a high degree 
encouraging. In six different families, both the husband and wife 
have lately come* forward together, in a public professi@m of reli- * 
gion. And in one family, containing four adults, every one comes 
* forward on the ensuing Sunday, for their fig participation of the 
privileges of the Holy Communion.” we} 


» Kentucky.---The diocesan Convention was held on the — June. 
Bishop Meade, who had been invited to visit this diocese, presidéd ; 
a new Constitution was adupted, to lay over for final ratification 
to the next Convention; and the Rev. B. B. Smith, ,Rector of the 
Cherch in Lexington, was unanimously elected Bishop. 

A late religiots traveller in this State remarks, that @ot more 
than ove in ten in many nei urhoods have the advantage of 
common school education ; that there is a still greater lack of reli 
gious instruction; that a large class pyofessing Christiapity, d 
all its great experimental doctrines; and that to counteract these 
evils, nothing can be so effective as the ministry and services of the 
Episcopal Church, whose principles are calculated to elévate com- 
mon schoo) instruction, and whose geriptural liturgy in’ connexion 
withwa sodnd and zealous ministry are the best barrier against.error 
and the best antidote where it has already taken root. 

Mass@thusctts.—The diocesan Convention was held on the 15th® 
and 16th June: present, the Bishop, 22 of the clergy and 27 lay- 4 
delegates. ‘“ A Committee of five reported, that if sachusetts 
could be constituted a separate diocese, with the concurrence and 
approbatidn of the other States comprising the Eastern diocese, 
and the Episcopal jurisdiction of Bishop Griswold be retained, it 
would be in the highest degree expedient and proper that such a 
change take place.” 

“A school was established, entitled ‘The Massachusetts Episco- 
pal Theological School,’ with a Board of Trustees, consisting of 
six clergymen and six laymen: the Bishop, ex-officio, President, 
and a Board of Visitors, consisting of the Bishops in New-Eng- 
land, and the Secretaries in the several New-England States, Its 
location is to be at Cambridge.” > 
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In the parochial reports, it appears St. Paul’s, Boston, had con- 
tributed during the year for charitable purposes, $1000, a rinity 
Church over-$1300. ‘The Rev. Mr. Hopkins of Pitts > has | 
been called to the place of assistant minister of Trinity Church, 
Boston, with the indueement held out of bis being a Professor in 
the Theological Seminary about to be established. 


expect any School to assum spectideserving of the term ‘ flour- 
ishing’ so long as its cond forced to struggle against the 
many difficulties createdby teaching in the house of worship. The 
very first care of a congregation provided with a sufficient Church, 
should be to erect a separate, commodious building for the Sunday 
School, rar pagisn NuRseRY.”****“* Meetings of the teachers are 
lield on Thursday evening of each week, for'instruction, and con- 
Wersation in reference to the School in general, but more particu- 
larly t ‘dispositions abilities, behaviour, and progress of the indi- 
Vidual scholars, andthe influence of the School upon the families to 
which they belong. “Our aim has been to divest these meetings of all 
appearance of formality, and to render them truly social meetings.” 

Grace Church reports: “* We have been provided with a con- 
venient School-room by the liberality of the Vestry; tc whom we 
desire to offer our best acknowledgments.” ***-“* Imgmany of our 
Churches, mgre particularly in the large cities, the Sunday Schools 
are confined to poor and uneducated children: but in some of them, 
and veryigenerally in the country, the schools afe opened for all 
the children in the parish, and @Meare encouraged to belong to 

m. When this system can be earried into operation, it would 

m to embrace many adyantages over the other, and certainly to 
be more in,accordance with the spirit of that gospel which knows 
no distinctien between the rich and the poor. At present, in many 
parishes, the children of the poor have far better opportunities fora 
full and thorough course of rgligious instruction than the children 
of those who are in better worldly circumstances. This ®ughp not 
soto be. As inthe sight of God both are equal, and require to be 
led in the same manner into the path of salvation, might théy not 
be assembled together with great mutual benefit, to receive@€ligious 
instruction from their pastor, or from those who act under his im- 
mediate sujirintendence®™” 


Sunday School.—‘ The ih Visiter’ remarks: “ We do not 


—— 
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The Church, the Pillar and Ground of the Truth: a Sermon, preached by appoints 
ment before the ‘ Prayer Book and Homily Soeiety of Portland, Maine.’ By the Rev. 
G. W. Doane. 1831.—This very sensible sermon takes a wide range in illustration 
of the nature and purposes of the Church, and in exposing pepular objections to it. 
Important and too much neglected truths. with all the attractions of genuine 
Christian charity, and of a spirited and polished style, are here laid before the 
public, as the following extracts will evince: ; 

“To the ignorant, we say, come among us, and make yourselves acquainted! 
You shall find no one of ‘ the little children,’ whom the Saviour would have to come 
to him, kept batk from baptism, for the omission or transgressions of its parents. 
You shall find no man repelled from that holy supper, to which the Saviour freely 
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me, unless for open and notorious sin. “ You shail find ro inquisi- 

e hearts and consciences of men—no terms of communion imposed 

word does not enjoin—all invited to examine themselves, and so to eat 

d, and drink of that cup—none sent away empty, who can ‘ draw near with 

faith, truly repenting of their sins, being im love and charity with their nei nbeaes 
and intending to lead a mew lile, following the commandments of God,’ You shal 
find, in a word, that to be firm and immoveable in maintaining the truth, is consis- 

tent with the most expansive benevolence—tbat conviétion of the errors and sins of 
others, rejection of them, condemnation of them, is perfectly compatible with charity 
for their persons, and the most ardent love for their souls—in short, that ‘ speak- 

ing the truth in love,’ is the Churchman’s, as should be the Christian’s, motto. 

“ And now, my brethren of the Christifim nanre, does any infer, from all that has 
been said, a disposition to boast ourselves over others, or to rest in the exalted 
privileges which we enjoy? So far from it, the m we have, the more we must 
answer for—if we have greater advantages, we should be better men—if we have 
received freely, we,ought freely to give.” * * * 

“It is the distinetive principle of your profession—a principle taught by Apostles, 
attested by old Martyrs, and by Reformers asserted and proclaimedthat ‘t 
Church of the living God,’ is ‘the pillar and ground of the truth’—that, by t 
Bible, in the Church, sinners are to be reclaimed, and God’s great name glorifi 
| in the salvation of souls. Let it be then the rule of your conduct, and the motive 

to your exertions. Let not the influence or example her Christians, however 
excellent their characters, however benevolent their Mtentions, withdraw you 
from this safe ground, to walk in devious and uncertain paths; but rather seek, by 
your devotion to the cause, by your benevolent and holy example, to bring them 
yback to you.” * * . * 

“Prove yourselves lovers of the word of God, by making known, by building 
Sup, by strengthening, his Church. Do any doubt your piety?’ Show them the 
scriptural worship which you are striving to promote. Is the Church charged with 
not requiring in her members a change of heart, and holiness of life? Turn to her 
solemn baptismal office, turn where you will, among her holy preyers and pious 
lessons, and see how the renewal of the heart to holiness is every where inculcated 
and asked from God. Are you reproached with want of charity? Refute the 
accusation by desires and efforts to d@a@ll men good. Ina word, brethren of the 
Church, commend your profession by your practice. Let your conversation be +] 
becometh the gospel of Christ. Let no one find any thing against you, except 
be concerning the law of your God.” 


The Sunday School Teacher: a Sermon preached before the Managers of the Pro. 
Episcopal Genenal Sunday School Union, in July, 1831. By the Rev. G. W. Doane.— 
A more appropriate, interesting, and useful discourse is rarely to be met with. 
We hope, deed we cannot doubt, that it will be generally read; for what 
Christian i feoncerned in the subject, but more especially by those Sunday 
School teac for whose special benefit it appears to have been prepared. No- 
thing that we can say will invite public attention to this admirable on so effec- 
tually as thefew extracts that follow, and we only regret that we cannot multiply 
and enlarge them. The text is Daniel xii. 8. *‘‘'They that be teachers, shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and they that tgrn many to righteousness, as 
the stars, for ever and ever.’ The text, as I have ited it, varies ewhat, you 
have doubtless observed, from the reading of the received version— They that be 
wise, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament.’ The insertion of the word 
which I have adopted, in the margin of our Bible, being conclusive evidence that, 
in the minds of the venerable translators, it represented, with at least equal ery 
the expression of the original, there seems to me a strong cumulative argument for 
its preference—since, if it be trae that they who are ‘ wise’ for themselves only, 
shall ‘shine as the brightness of the firmament’—as they doubtless will who are 
‘wise unto salvation’—how much more they who, as ‘teachers,’ are wise for 
others also, and, not content with saving their own souls, exert themselves to ‘turn 
many to righteousness!’ ” 

_ The three heads are, The dignity of the office of the Sunday School teacher— 
its infinite responsibilities—and, its blessed and glorious reward. He infers the 
dignity of the office from its resemblance to that of the sacred ministry—its associ- 
ations—the subjects of its care—the labours and sacrifices it involves—and its 
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volantary and gratuitoustenure. Under this head we quote: “ A there, 
in her meek Christian love, upon that low bench, an angel of mercy” else, 
untended lambs, queens and imperial mothers, from their high estate well 


be proud to stoop, and do that maiden reverence. And, could the soul of New- 
ton from its resting place come back, and, from its watch-tower here on earth, go 
forth again among the stars, from the rapt contemplation of their old unfailing 
fires, the measure of their orbits, and the demonstration of their laws, it might 
return with joy, and, in the humble labours of the Sunday Sehool, win glory that 
should outshine all his fame, and, in its bl d« q es, outlast the skies on 
which his name is graven.” -**+*- “Nor is it only with the sacred place that the 
Sunday School associates itself. The sacred day, so spent, is doubly hallowed. 
‘It #s lawful,’ we may there learn, ‘to d6 good on the Sabbath day.’ It was the 
day on which the Saviour chiefly taught, and chiefly healed The teacher of the 
Sunday. School emulates the merciful example. He would make the Sabbath 
doubly blest. The day of rest for men’s bodies, he would have a day of refresh- 
ment for their souls. There is no miracle, indeed, that he cam work. Yet there 
‘are blind eyes, that he can open to the light of truth. There are deaf ears, that he 
ean unstop to the voice of duty, and of comfort. There aré souls, sick with sin, 
that he can heal of their perilous disease. Upon his word and means of grace, 
God atill bestows his blessing. And though but one child should be reclaimed 
from sin and death—but one, for whom Christ died, be made ‘ wise unto salvation,’ 





whole heaven would fegland celebrate the glorious rescue, and whole eternity 
fail to exhaust the joy. Happy they, who thus make the holy day in every” 


sense the Lord's! Who devote its sacred hours on earth, to that only employment 
from which, even in heaven, ‘they rest not, day nor night,’ the service and praise 
of God! Go where they may on earth, the fragrance of these hours will follow 
them. Their memory shall come wafted to them on the sound of the ‘ dear Sab- 
bath bell.’ The little group, the murmured lesson, thegvhispered prayer, shall still 
array itself before them. And in heaven—who doubts it?—the society of love 
shall be restored and perfected, and faithful teachers and obedient scholars be 


again united, before the throne of God.” + »* «+> “Upon the portals of the Sunday 
School, I see engraven, ‘ Whosoever is poor, is ignorant, is weak, is helpless is un- 
friended, let him come hither, and welcome.’” - - «+ *‘ ‘It isthe engagement of their 


office, of whom I speak, that for poverty, for ignorance, for meanness, for helpless- 
, for sin, not one shall be forbidden. So far from it, these are their most 

lective recommendations. They are the lost sheep, for which the good Shep- 
herd seeks most anxiously, and the lambs. whom he brings most tenderly in his arms. 
And, that no man cares for their souls, is, to the Advocate for sinners, the strongest 
and most certain claim. 

The office of the Sunday School teacher is honourable before @éd, and before 
man, for the labours and sacrifices which it involves. Of all hum ties, theirs 
who teach the Sunday School, when faithfully performed, a est from a 
sinecure. They require diligence, they require patience, they re everance, 
they require self-denial, they involve contact with the most disagreeable persons, 
collision with,he most ‘Unruly tempers, exposure to the most uncomfortable cir- 
cumstances ;* and, worst of all, they are but too oflen—such is thi€) wayward- 
ness of human nature—vesisted, or ungratefully received.” 

epee gee head: “‘@heir responsibility is next to that of the sacred min- 
istry. They engaged, in a degree, in the intellectua! education of the young; 
and upon them greatly depends their moral culture, and their spiritual improvement. 
The Sunday School teacher, whether he be mindful of it, or not, whether he be 
faithful to it, or not, is charged with the interests of the country, with the purity of 
the Church, with the salvation of the souls committed to him.” 

Under the third head: “ You have seen, my brethren, how, from the first grey 
glimmer of the dawn, the glorious sea shoots up the kindling sky, and, rolling on- 
ward, swells, and deepens, and grows bright, to the full s ~ ‘am of the perfect 
day. It is an emblem of their blessedness, a faint and feeble shadow of their 
future glory, who, discharging faithfully their duty as Christian teachers, have 






* “ It isin visiting the homes of the scholars that these evils are chiefly experienced. 
And yet, without regular and coustant visiling, to look after the absentees, to assist the 
i ant, to encourage the timid, to rebuke the vicious, the better half of the object of 
the Sunday School is lost.” : 
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turned righteousness, and passed to their exceedifig great reward. Unlike 

it, on ng freshness of their joy, no ele mist shall rise. Unlike it, to 

the of their meridian day, no sha and no darkness shall succeed. 

’ The firmament that overhangs their blest abode, shall brighten on, and brighten on# 

j through all eternity. The glorious diadéif that crowns /hem conquerors, over sift 

and death and hell, shail like the stars, shine out, shall, like the stars, shine on, for 

ever and for éver.” S 


On the necessity aff@ advantages of the Sunday School Union, he thus eloquently 
speaks: “The Church does not doubt the zeal, the intelligence, the fidelity of 
the pastors of the flock. She knows with what true Christian love the best and 
fairest of her sons and daughters have offered up their time, their talents, and their 
toil, to aid and prosper the immortal work. But she knows that syithout @ plan, 
without concert, without co-operation, and, more than that, without experience, 
and without appropriate means, the most unsparing toil, amd the best talents, work- 
ing without purpose, work to but poor results. In the ‘ Union,’ these things, undef 

® God, she seeks to ly. Do we need aplan, asysteta,a purpose? The wisdom 
of the Church, her ble fathers, the ablest of her sons, ¢ome forward to sup- 
ply them. A plan, too, not like the laws of the Medes andPersians, incapable of 
change; a system, not like that fabled couch of old, to whiclt, by stretching or by 
shortening, all cases ai Il circumstances must be accommodated—but a system, 
a plan, which- as the wisdom of the Church devised, so the wisdom of the Church’ 
an change, can modify, can improve it—a plan, a system, I take it upon myself to 
y, which will be mudified, which wil: be extended, which will be perfected, so 
far as man’s wisdom can make perfect, until the best interests of the whole Church 
shall be secured and subserved; until, from Maine to Louisiana, there shall not be 
one little child, that may not feel its genial influences, and grow up in the sunshine 
of its blessing.” 

In a note we have thisgiiseful extract from Orme’s life of Urquhart; “The 
Sabbath Schools of Scotland do not consist exclusively of the children of the poor, 
and the irreligious. They are aitended by many whose parents are in comfortable 
circumstances, aud who make a decile profession of religion. Such persons do 
not, consider ei children as degraded by associating, for religious instruction, 
with those wh@ re in inferior circumstances; or that they devolve upon others a 
task which ought tu be performed by themselves. They find their children bene- 
fited by the excitement of the School, and by the impressions which are there 
made upon their oe fae at home is not neglected by those who are 























most attentive in sendin children out, and in the manner in which their tasks 
are perfogmed, full evi is afforded of the attention which is paid to them in 
private. "Damage must be done to society when the lines of demarcation, which 
separate its various classes, are too broad and impassable.” 


—<— 
OBITUARY. 

The freq nerited praise bestowed upon the dead, induces us very often, 
if ndt to tur: y with disgust to “ pass it by unheeded @@#tlfe wind; ” but when 
modest and unassuming virtue and worth, after a long life Of usefulnegs, descend in- 
to the cold and silent grave, it becomes the sacred duty of a friend, to notice the 
event, and to bring to view the character of the deseased, as well a his 






memory, as to record his virtues for the benefit and example of pos 4 

Mr. Jons Rozertson, the subject of our present eulogy, who depa this life on 
the 6th of August, in the 69th _ of his age, was born near Pasquitank, in North- 
Carolina. He resided in this City 51 years, where he was well known as a respect- 
able and intelligent Merchant, esteemed for his urbanity and aimiable deportment, 
honoured tor his strict integrity through life, and maintaining a character as unum- 
peaehable as it ever stood unimpeached. 

As off of the late firm of Miller & Robertson, he was many years en d in an 
extensive foreign and domestic trade, as well as the shipping interest; and the late 
Commodore Campbell and Capt. Flagg, formerly of the U. 8S. Navy, now of New- 
Hampshire, were among the commanders, of vessels in their employ Between 
those gentlemen and the deceased a warm and steady friendehip ever afterwards 
subsisted. 

: As amember of this community, Mr. Robertson was eminent in usefulness, fillin 

A, several table stations. He was many years a Director in theformer as wel 
as the t U. 8. Branch Bank in this City, and during the late war he held the 
appointment of Navy Agent, in which station his zeal, fidelity aud correct conduct 
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were conspicuous, and @equired for him the esteem of all the ‘i ell Navy 


who were on this station, (many.efwhbom are now living) and can tested 
= at Washington. He was, also, fo many years, and until his death 
™ Sthe Union Insurance Company, and a iber of the Chamber of Commerce. He 
. likewise served St. Michael's Church, in Warden end Vestryman upwards of 25 
years, with untiring zeal and devotion to its temporal interests. 

Believing mankind as honest as hinfS8elf, be unfortunately confided too mach in 
others, which was the cause of heavy losses to him, and con$€quent pecuniary em- 
barrassments, in the decline of life; so that instead of reaping the reward due to his 
idale tiga industry and habitual economy, and of Bequeathing an independent 
fe to’ his children, he had only to leave behind him a good name. This how- 
ever, fo them isa rich inheritance—above all price ; that whieh never can be taken 
from them, but will yieid them comfort and consolation under their heavy affliction; 
whilst splendor and wealth are but transitory enjoyments affording no solid happi- 
Wess. Notwithstanding the many privations he endured in consequence of his 
accumulated losses, he meyér murmured at what he believed tobe among the dis- % 
pensations of an over-ruling Providence, but submitted to them: with pious resigna- 
tion and manly fortitude. For without making any parade of religion, he rigidly . 

“~ obeyed its divine preéepts, and was a practical christians This the writer of the 
present article, who knew him intimately during fuil half acéftury, solemnly believes. 

Asa Parent, Friend and Master, who can depict his worth? suffice it to say he ma 
have been equalled by many, but never excelled. 

In a word, those who knew him best, loved him most: and we trust that we have 
a well grounded hope that his spirit is now enjoying the reward of a well spent life; 
in the mansions of eternal rest. ‘ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; 
for theend of that man is peace.” 















_- ~~ 
EPISCOPAL ACTS 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Moore, Bishop of thg Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia. 
On Sunday July 10th, 1-31, in St, Pauls @hurch, Alexandria, Messrs. Frederick D. 
Goodwin ; J. Loring Woart ; William P. C. Johnson; Cyrus H. Jaabbs: J. 8. Swift; 
and William L. Jackson, were admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Wew- York.—On Sunday, July 17th, 1831, in Christ Church, Ballston Spa, Mr Lewis 
Thibou, Jun. was admitted to the Holy Order of D s; and on Thursday July 
Vth, 1831, in Trinity Church, Plattsburg, the Rev. n B. Hard, Deacon, was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. * 

. CONSECRATIONS. 

The following Cliarches have been solemnly consécrated to th ristian, Wor- 
ship of Almigaty God: 

y the Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the Protestan! Epis rch, in Con- 
necticul.—St. Luke’s rch, Glastonbury, August 7th, 1831, 

By the Right Rev. riswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.—Christ Chirch, 
at Salmon Falls, Somersworth, N. H. July 24th, 1831. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Protes!ant Episcopal Church. 
New- we saad Church, Plattsburgh, July 27th, 1831. 


—p>-— 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South- Carolina. 
The Librarian reports the following Donations; 

By the Rev. Dr. Daicho.—An Essay on the Human Character of Jesus Christ. 
By William Austin, 8vo. Boston, 1807. Select Portions, from the Authorized 
Version of the Whole Book.of Psalms, in metre. 12mo. Baltimore, 18200 

By Mesrs. T. & J. Swords, ot New-York, thro’ the Editors of the Gospel Messen- 
ger.—Portraiture of a Christian Gentlemen, by W. Roberts. + 

The Treasurer reports, Collected at St. Philip’s, - - - - - - $84 38 
4 St. Michael’s- - -- - - 8589 
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 






4. Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 21. St. Matthew. 
11, Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 25. Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
18, Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. 29. St. Michael and All- Angels. 





